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admitted a second time in December, 1845. after an interval of a year and a half, 
with analogous symptoms of gastritis, co-existing wiih copious hatmopiysis. 

After the second admission, copious hannopiysis recurred three times in thirteen 
weeks, and slight htemoptysis daily, until epilepsy supervened, when it ceased 
entirely. 

The author reviews the circumstances which biassed his judgment in the early, 
as well as final treatment of the case, and endeavours to show that the haemop¬ 
tysis was dependent on a primary disease of the stomach, and not of the lungs : 
he notices the inefticacy of the ordinary remedies prescribed upon the supposition 
of the pulmonary origin of the hcemoptysis, and states it recurred until the irrita¬ 
bility of the stomach, indicated by pain and frequent vomiting, was obviated by 
the use of mercurials ; the urgency of the gastric symptoms then began to abate 
immediately, and the hatmopiysis ceased in twenty days after they were first pre- 


acuucu. . . 

He quotes the authority of Hoffmann and Mr. Rumsey in support of the opinion 
that gastric irritation may excite, through sympathy, copious htemoptysis, inde¬ 
pendent of any other signs of phthisis, and that it does invariably lead to a depo¬ 
sition of pulmonary tubercles. He disapproves of the use of the acetate of lead 
in the treatment ot symptomatic and copious htemoptysis, and, in conclusion, ex¬ 
presses his opinion, that whenever the stomach is the seat of inflammatory action, 
associated with copious htemoptysis, independent of other disease referable to the 
thoracic viscera, the safest plan, in reference to treatment, is to consider the he¬ 
morrhage as a salutary act, by which the relative plethoia in the lungs is relieved, 
and the 1- first indication of cuie to be the removal of the gastric disease.— Lond. 
Med. Gaz., Jan. 


19. Vomiting caused by Relaxation of the Abdominal Parietcs, cured by a Bondage .— 
M. Greppo reports the case of a woman, whose abdominal parietes were much 
relaxed in consequence of repeated pregnancy, and who was troubled by habitual 
vomiting, which resisted all the ordinary remedies. M. G. then applied an ab- 
dominaTsupporter bandage, which entirely relieved her. Whenever, however, 
she neglects to wear the supporter, the vomiting returns.— Gaz. des Hopdaux, Oct. 
10, from Joarn. de Med. dc Lyon. 

20. On Certain Forms of Headache —Dr. P. Murphy in a paper on this subject read 
before the South London Medical Society. (Nov. 25th, 1817,) alter alluding to the 
frequent occurrence of headache, stated that his intention was to confine himself 
to the consideration of those varieties originating from disease of bone, or its peri¬ 
osteal covering; from disease of fibrous structures, or rheumatism ; from affections 
of the occipital nerves, or from deficiency or excess of blood within the cranium. 

Periostitis of the cranium is scarcely met with unless alter a mercurial course, 
the constitution being almost always scrofulous, and is generally found to invade 
either the coronal or parietal bones, which the author attributed to their less pro¬ 
tected situation. The diagnosis of this form of headache, although riot difficult, 
has been at times erroneous. The pain is severe, and confined to one or more 
spaces ofthe above-mentioned bones; is increased by warmth at night, by stimu¬ 
lating diinks, by exposure to cold and pressure; and a raised surface can be de¬ 
tected by the linger at the spot in pain: and, on inquiry it will be found that more 
than one course of meicuvy has been undergone. It occurs chiefly in men below 
forty years of age, and in the degraded class of females. The treatment should 
consist in the application of the Empl. c. Hydr, spread on thick leather, to the part, 
which both protects it from the cold, and removes the effusion of lymph. The 
exhibition ot the iodide of potassium, combined with morphia and tinet. digitalis, 
is highly useful. 

Anolhei form of headache, ihe rheumatic or fibrous, not very common, is 
located in tlie tendon of the occipilo-lrontalis, the temporal aponeurosis, and 
tendinous insertions of muscles at the back ol the head : it is usually preceded by 
rheumatism of other parts, and is increased by muscular movements. Warm 
coverings, when they can be applied, usually relieve il; also sinapisms; and, if 
the pain is very severe, leeches and cupping, and a few (loses ol calomel with 
opium, seldom fail to give relief. Gout may also attack the same parts, but may 
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be diagnosed by our previous acquaintance with the habits of the patient. In both 
cases the pain is intermitting, changes its locality, is felt to be external, and the 
health is not affected. . 

The next form belongs to the class of spinal irritation, is very frequent, and met 
with exclusively in females during the menstrual periods, and attacks mostly the 
left side of the head; the pain is intermittent, shooting, and lancinating; may be 
fixed for days, and is most severe at the temple (when it is termed clavus hys¬ 
tericus), and next at the parietal protuberance and occiput: it proceeds from the 
sub-occipital nerve, and, if the exit of the nerve is pressed upon, pain more or 
less severe is complained of, extending along the whole course or at certain sites 
only of the nerve—as at the temple, nape of neck, parietal protuberance &c.: it 
is usually increased during the menstrual period, and is generally a complaint of 
unmarried females between the twenty-third and thirty-fifth years of life, and is 
indubitably a form of hysteria. The menses are usually profuse or difficult, the 
bladder irritable, and there are ill-defined painful sensations about the pelvis; other 
forms of neuralgia often co-exist. The irritation of the sub-occipital nerve must be 
traced to the ovaries, being only present where these exist, and while capable of ful¬ 
filling the function of menstruation; and our treatment must be primarily directed to 
remove any congestion or irritation of these peculiar organs, and secondarily lo 
lessen the pain of the nerves. The author advises the daily use of hip-baths or 
sea-bathing, where possible; attention to prevent accumulations in the tectum; 
abstinence from stimulants: mental employment; inf. valerian c. digitalis, with; 
pills of assafcetida; occasionally general or only local bleeding; and, when these 
fail, a gentle mercurial action, the cold bath being during the lime omitted. As 
local means he recommends belladonna plasters, veratrine ointment, sinapisms, 
or blistering. Where, however, the patient is exhausted by leucorrhma or pro¬ 
fuse menstruation, with symptoms of ehronic inflammation of the womb or ova¬ 
ries, the treatment becomes more doubtful; but the author prefers the trial of a 
tonic treatment, and advises the exhibition ot the valerianate ol zinc and quinine, 
as especially efficacious, and the sulphate of iron in infusion of valerian when 
there are evidences of confirmed chlorosis. This headache may be termed the 
nervous headache: it also assumes another form, which may be termed the cuta¬ 
neous headache, and is the hemicrania of our forefathers: it seems to be located 
in the integuments of one half—usually the left side—of the head, which is so 
•exquisitely sensible as scarcely to bear the least touch of the finger, and the pain 
never passes the mesial line. ...... 

Another form of headache is that arising from deficiency of blood within the 
cranium, and coming on after hemorrhages, exhausting discharges, or any other 
debilitating causes: the best examples occur in chlorosis. It is increased by the 
erect, diminished by the recumbent posture; is not a very painful lorm, but is 
often attended with impaired vision : its cause may be traced to diminished mus¬ 
cular power of the heart, which palpitates on slight exertion: there is also dysp¬ 
noea, pale face, and other symptoms ol a leeble circulation, with a sinking pain at 
the epigastrium, and craving appetite. If the true cause of this headache is mis¬ 
taken, and depletion used, paralysis has been known to supervene, but if the de¬ 
bility be removed, the muscular power of the heart is easily increased; and the 
most useful remedies are, steel by itself or combined with quina, lull diet, and 
the recumbent posture. . _.. . 

The last form of headache alluded to by the author arises from excess ot blood, 
and may exist as a passive or congested, or as an active or inflammatory state. 
The former, arising from the various known causes of congestion, is diagnosed 
by the constant heavy pain at the anterior part ot the head, increased by the re¬ 
cumbent posture, sense of chilliness, slow feeble pulse, tendency to vomiting, and 
pain in the lumbar region, caused by congestion of the spinal cord. Jt is a dan¬ 
gerous form of headache, and has in the depressing diseases proved in a few hours 
fatal, but in other cases has lasted weeks without much mischief. The treatment 
should be to induce reaction as soon as possible by the warm-bath or an emetic. 
The author deprecated the usual attempts to arrest vomiting during the invasion of 
fevers. If the headache persists, with hot skin, leeches to the inner nares will 
be found of value: applied to the temple, they debilitate without relieving this 
pain of head, and they are altogether inadmissible when this coexists with typhus 
No. XXX.— April, 1848. 35 
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or scarlatina. Blisters may also be applied, and diaphoresis produced by the usual 
means: cold applications to the head, the author considered useless, and even 
likely to increase congestion. Care was also requisite that mere congestion should 
not by the use of stimuli be forced into inflammation, which is the next stage if reso¬ 
lution or fatal termination does not take place. The author regarded idiopathic 
phrenitis as a most rare disease, and hydrocephalus acutusas congestion not inflam¬ 
mation. Phrenitis was well marked by the tensive pain increased on stooping, 
by the bright eye, hot skin, nausea, and vomiting, tendency to delirium, and oc¬ 
casional twitching of the muscles of the face; the most active antiphlogistic mea¬ 
sures should be used. 

There were other forms of headache easy of diagnosis, but of these the author 
would only mention the constant pain of head in children, with emaciation and 
want of sleep, and which diagnosed tubercles of the brain. In the headache of 
pregnant females referred to the centre of the head, and attended with a remarka¬ 
bly slow pulse, and in which, if bleeding is neglected, convulsions, abortion, and 
too often death, are apt to supervene; and lastly, the pain of the head occurring after 
a night’s debauch, the cause of which, whether in the stomach or affected organ, 
the author considered not to have been sufficiently investigated. 

The President inquired of the author his means of judging in cases of headache 
whether the treatment should be depletory or stimulating, as in his own practice 
he had at times found it extremely difficult to decide, and was often obliged to 
try, as it were, a tentative treatment. 

Dr. P. Murphy thought we should not often be led astray if attention was paid 
to certain points. If a patient complained of the pain of head criming on and 
increasing after getting up in the morning, or assuming the erect position, and 
relieved on resuming the horizontal; if tioubled with dimness of sight, faintness, 
perspirations, palpitations on exertion, cramps of legs, depression of spirits, 
frightful dreams, kc., he concluded a tonic treatment would be useful; headache 
from congestion is, moreover, a rare disease. In answer to Mr. Wright, his usual 
practice in clavus hystericus was to commence with tonics, which usually effected 
a cure. Still in some cases he resorted to cupping at the back of the neck with 
the greatest benefit, after the former plan had failed. In cases of young females 
where signs of congestion about the womb existed, leeches to the groins were 
often useful. 

Dr. Silvester agreed in the value of Dr. Murphy's diagnostic symptoms, and 
alluded to the existence of the venous bruit, which, when present, always indicated 
an antemial condition of system, and contraindicated depletion, but is benefitted 
by a tonic plan; as a general rule, he thought it wiser not to deplete in headache. 
He did not agree with the author that the pain of syphilitic headache occurred 
generally at the front or most exposed portions of bone ; he thought it was more 
general about the muscular insertions at the back ol the neck, and in parts well 
covered with muscles; there appeared to be an electric attraction in the poison 
for certain parts of bones.— London Med. Gaz., Dec. 1847. 

21. Un the Employment of Large Doses of Tartar Emetic in the Treatment of Pneu¬ 
monia, especially in Children. —Dr. Herarp observes, that although it is now uni¬ 
versally allowed that doses of tartar emetic, which toxicologists heretofore pro¬ 
nounced poisonous, may be administered with safety, yet the greatest discrepancy 
of opinion prevails as to the amount of benefit derivable from these, notwithstand¬ 
ing the question has received so much illustration from very able writers. Having 
had the opportunity of witnessing the treatment of pneumonia by tartar emetic, at 
the Hotel-Dieu by M. Sandras, and at the Hospice des Knfans by MM. Baude- 
loeque and Blache, and this in a great number of cases, he believes that the re¬ 
sults may be advantageously published, especially as the antimony was the only 
remedy employed. He does not agree with those who consider that because we 
have sopowerlul a therapeutical agent as bleeding, inquiries like these are super¬ 
fluous; for not only is it desirable to pos.-ess more than one efficacious means, 
especially if their conjoined use is found to diminish the chance of death and 
hasten convalescence; but there are cases in which bleeding cannot be per¬ 
formed without danger, as in ataxic, pneumonia, particularly that of drunkards, 
and it: pneumonia which manifests itself in persons already exhausted by prior 



